
           FCC.  You all asked for comment on the MMSI issue for thoseof us who are currently

"exempt".  In good faith we obtained the MMSI from a

"private entity" (in this case, Boat US) to enhance our safety when boating.

I applaud the comments of the GMDSS Task Force as a lot of us questioned the

wisdom of having to scrap our existing MMSI numbers if we want to visit an

international port such as the Bahamas or Canada.  As a member of the US

Power Squadron, we continually encourage our members to obtain their MMSI

numbers and upgrade to DSC radios.  Telling folks they will have to

completely re-register their MMSI numbers and get OEM or other help to reset

their MMSI radio's numbers, defeats the purpose of having "private entities"

hand out numbers. 

 

I strongly urge you to consider the findings and recommendations of the

GMDSS Task Force and numerous boating organizations and allow the MMSI

number to BE "portable".  I can think of no other reason to why this doesn't

pass the common sense test.  Thank you.  Mr Steven C Speer 
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